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quently of but transitory vaiue Yet, read-

ing President Wilse 1"s message to Con-
gress at the moment { its gdelivery, it
st0meE one he ercat deciment of his-
tory, recchoing in a new and yet an the
origina spirit those noble words of Lin
coln, “With malive to none

Certainly no document that Mr. Wilson

has written since he took office has o com-
pletely expressed the decision of the Amer
ican people as that message to Uongress in
forth

the case of the American democracy, of

which the President last night s=et

democracy the world ove against that
German autocracy which has borrowed the

name as it has adopted the character of
Prussianism.

If anything were needed to give to the
President’s indictment a final force it was
the fact that coincident with his address
there arrived the news of the murder of
more Americans snd the sinking of one
The fa

t vecded only the

t of war haz

more American ship.

long been before us; i
words of the
States. long withheld, to establish clearly
in the minds of the least thoughtful that
peace with Germany, as it is at present

President of the United

organized. was impossihle,

It would be difficult 4o improve upaor
Mr. Wilson's of the
assault, not upon American lives alone,

indictment German
but, as he properly and justly pointed out,
upon mankind. It is, as he said, a “war-

fare upon mankind” that Germany is mak-

ing and that Germany which is making it

is, in fact, an “outlaw.”

Those who most regret that the Preaj-’
dent has so long delayed his declaration
will be the first to recognize that. having
come to the point, he has drawn an indict-
ment which will remain fixed in the minds
of his own people and will be welcomed
and properly acclaimed by those nations
and by those peoples which have long car-
ried forward the bitter struggle with the
German menace at close ranpe.

No man can exaggerate the moral effect
in Europe to-day of President Wilson's
word. The last great neutral nation, the
last great civilized people, having long ob-
served the progress of the world war with
carnest desire to avoid the conflict, has at
last proclained through its Chief Execu
tive that peace with a German spirit in
the world 1= impossible.

To-day the news of America's decision
will be passed from mouth to mouth along
that firing line in which
presept frontier of civilization. Those who

France is the
saved democracy at the Marne and Ver-
dun, those who halted the German flood
atl .\'pros and the Samme, will find new
encouragement for their bitter task in the
news that one more great free people has
joined in the common resistance to a com-
mon peril. I

Nor ghall one overestimate the meaning
to a Russian people, newly freed from its
of the that
oldest of great republics has taken its
stand beside the youngest.

And to-morrow may it not be that to II
words there will be joined acts and Amer- |
ican soldiers will take their place beside |
the other soldiers of liberty? For not the
least admirable of the President's declara-

|
tions is that which ealls for universal ser-

the

chains, announcement

vice, for that training of the manhood of
America which will enable the nation to
perform its share in the great task of |
liberating mankind from the German men- |

Not less admirable are those wise

ace. |
|

suggestions outlining the future coopera-
tion of this country with those already en- |
listed in the great struggle.

No praise can be too high for the words
and the purposes of the President. Never
in all the long period in which he has
directed American policy hus he seemed
to come nearer to the ideal of the Amer-
jcan peoplt'. the ideal of a President who
should lead, watchfully |
awaited the decision of a people  who

not one who

We are done with many illusions, some

of which we have all shaved. some of which

Lave been due mainly to Mr. Wilson's own

| mistaken view of the farts of the Euro-

We are done with the doctrine
We have laid aside

We have finally
neutrality.”

pean conflict,
of “too proud to fight.”
the futihity of mediation.

of

laid the phost “armed

We have dismissed all the policies which
which

recog

and the phrases

We have at last

wiere: hut phrase

were but words,

dzed ak a nation that there can he no

compromize with murder and np paltering
when assassina-

with oven

tion fies a flag and claims the character

AsEAssInAtION,

of a civilized nation.

All over the world there will he Amen-
cang to-day who will find in the decision
made vesterday by the President a cause
for new confidence and new hope,  After
all, despite tenmporary weakness, momen-
tary faltering, the American people have
not proven false to their history or b
traved their tradition.

President Wilson has spoken eloquentiy:
he has spoken truly; he has drawn an in-
follow the
Through him the

United States has answered “present™ &t

wiich will Prussian

dictment

alutocracy 1o s pErave.

the rolleall of the peoples who love liberty
and are willing to defend humanity and
civilization against foree and tervor. We
have closed a long and blotted page of
pational history, Whal always should have
been done i= at last 1o be done rightly.
This nation has always been ready to
follow a President “.
will fellow My, Wilson just as long as he
shail speak the

which vesterday outlined national duty |

who would lead.

continue to in voice

in terms that were bevond argument and |

ahove praise,

The Blundering Volunteer System

The Tribune hag repeatedly exposed the
castefulness and inefficiency of the velun-
teer svstem of military service. It a
system which fails to make an intelligent
anil economic use of the military material
il a country’s command. It discriminates
mn favor of the slackers and the disaffected,
nd makes harder the government’s task of
eeping order at home and getting the work
uut of the non-fighting population which
that population ought to do.

We are glud to print an apt letter on
this suhject, received from the Rev. Will-
iam Norman Guthrie, of the Church of St.
Mark's-in-the-Bouwerie. Mr. Guthrie says:

is

a
1
n

ere fesma to bhe much confusion of
Kought regard to what re v 15 il
demog : plan for national defence, We

ntly tald that the “voluntrer sys-
« that pian;

nre oo

tem" n spite of (15 sattirous
re in England, where it ted
ling to the front. mussed together, the

most cager, the most enthasiastieally pa

triotic men of the nation, who should have,
of course, heen distributed among the mill
jons who Iater answered the call of their
country, either s officers or, at all events,
individual maintniners of a beneficent pa-
triotic contfagion

fhe volunteer system fn Ameriea would
menn, for instanc tiils present moment,
the draining out of our West from St Louis
1o Duluth of « young men who do not
consider Germn firsl or Germany st all
snd nltogether the defence of our
ideals and principles as a free nation
Clenrly, the well organized German-Amer
can element would remain behind, reputedly
n Turnvereins ard Sanger-
ate aceord.ng to their apinions
Would this seem

t only

milhions strong,
vereins to %
and contrnl the situation
fair, or safe?

Apain, only s universal service plan will
rench Tairly the w hole |mpu!n On in our
metropolis, Why should the great crowd of
foreign-born or poorly Americanized he left
wholesome exnerience of pa
triotic discinline? Why should, on the other
hand, s magnificent organization like Squad
yon A go to the front ae a unit, when it=
members could be of =0 much greater uso
distributed throughout the muss of voung
men whe have had less training and are
1t likely to understand the Ameriean way
of N SN MENY CAKeS

without the

LI e eountry
merely the countyy of birth, snd not af con-
viction and ndoption

Apart, then, froni the relative experience of
England and Franee, cantot all Americans
¢! offering
equal opportunities and placing equal bur
democratic method; and

arly see thut universal service

dens—i8 the only
that sdding the word “vompulsery” enly
makes it perfectly ¢lear that n democracy

cannot tolerate shirkers? This s not ‘mili-
em.” liit, like gniversal compulsory edu
cation, § puarantee of freedom.

T resort to volunteering now would only
mean repeating Britain's recent blunders
and the blunders of all our previous wars.

———

QOur Way Station

Now that eager travellers between Bos
ton and Washington can make the trip over
the new connecting railroad and scarcely
hesitate in New York City, ours is the
privilege of experimenting with the sensa-
tion long familiar to way stations and tank
towns the world over. 1t was in Erie,
Pennsylvania, many years ago, that a simi-
lar episode bestirred and bloodshed,
we seemr to recall, That town had always
possessed a railroad of entrance and a rail-
voad of exit, with separate stations, fur-
nishing besides inconvenience to travellers
much revenue to the citizens of Erie. So
when Progress in her triumphal march
acrross the continent started to unite these
two railroads with tricks and ties, that
through trains might pass that way, the
sturdy citizens uprose in their might and
protested. They protested in vain, but the
¢pie of the way station was enacted for all
time on the streets of Erie,

The first Federal Express has now trav-
elled over the Hell Gate span and under
Manhattan and no protest has arisen.
New Yorkers evidently purpose to take
their Progress calmly. Undoubtedly, as a |
matter of fact, we should be thankf{ul ml
escape the transshipment of these trav-

riot

its gloomy side, but being a national ter- |
minus has its disadvantages, too, If ever
4 vity was overrun by travellers, bevond its |
capacity to care for them, that city is New
York. It is delightfully emblematic of |
America that her metropolis should be |
more of a caravansary than a city, but it

8o are the Virgin lslands.

i« hard on the city, In the end, toe, 1t 18
hard on all the ideas and ideals for w
that city ought to stand.

Let ue be properly grateful that after
many vears during which all roads led to

New York at last one runs through it

The Virgin Islands

There has been some disposition to ¢on-
rast the strategic salue of the Viegin
Islands (until within a week the Danish
Wost Indicst with their commertial worth
leseness, Now thet Uncle Sam has paid
hie 825000000 and run un his flag on his
HeW POSEPSSions, one 1s impressed with the
old American tendeney to shake the head
over the business s necessary purchase.
but a poor Largain, with harbors that need
nd agri-

dredging, natives who lack pep”
cultural prospects which are restricted by
the mountainous character of the terrain.
Veide from the historie fact that Amer
wea has never vet acquired any of its terri-
tory for its commercial importance, this
attitude  toward i%
sillv, unimaginative and lacking in per-
Of what value to this country,
alreatdy smothered riches, would the
commercial importance of these islands be,
nrovided they had any? About the same
that of an extra $1,000 to John 1.
Rockefeller. We should be far more con-
corned to find them picturesque, #s they
undoubtedly are; ta find their natives lei-
surely and graceful and unsophisticated, as
a foil to our own grotesque strenuosity and
materialism, and to prove their silken air

mIr new ]\f!_‘-""l":‘l'l”""

spociive,
in

As

and perpetual sunghine an antidote to the

raw winters of our “temperate’ zone,

Wi enn, if we will. make the Virgin I=l-
ands 'a playground like Bermuda. hut fan-
der the Stars and Stripes. By permutting
the natives a proper share in their develop-
ment we might even escape the tragody of
a Palm Beach and establish here in the
Wue Caribbean & real haven of rest and
recreation, worth more to us than the com-
mercial importance of an India.

Incidentally, we have had this same op

 portunity in Parto Rico for nmny years,

and have neglected it. It is only in busi
ress that Americans are pioneers, never in

the search for pleasure and refreshment, |

and Porto Rico is aut of the heaten path.
But possibly
now that we have grouped within fifty
miles’ radius such a considerable colonial
interest as all these islands represent we
may be induced to give both Porto Rico and
our newest possessions more of the atten-
tion which, as potentially ideal winter re-
sorts, they deserve,

Why Not?
In recent dayvs two vielent tornadoes
have visited the Middle West, and each
left behind a trail of ruthless destruction
and death. There is danger that such
storms may hecome move frequent and
goneral before spring 1= over. No one
may predict what disasters await the
country unless all the advocates of valm
weather exert their mfluence to prevent
these things. Those who love pur country
and do not wish to see it plunged into a
copson of storm and flood should organize
at omee.  All who do not believe in torna-
does must act before it is ton Iate.
# day's delay may be dangerous,
An Emergency Anti-Tornado
must be organized. Meetingzs should be
held, speeches made denouncing storms,
resolutions adopted begging the atmos-
phere to Keep Cool. Telegrams should be
sent Congress and to the President
showing that sentiment does not
approve of tornadoes, advising the author-
itiex that no action be taken at this time,
Lot the slogan be, “We Want Calm." The
day of ¢yclones is past; they are relies of
barbarism. Down with the Weather Bu-
yeau and all excitable persons who pre-
dict atmospherie disturbance! Let us have
a referendum on the tornado question.
Above all, there must be no practical
measures of protection—no eyclone cel-
lars, no strengthening of levees, no wind
insurance. All such preparedness is only
# compromise with evil. It iz a conspir-
of greedy capitalists who wish to
make money selling  tornado
The experience of other countries proves
that such preparedness never turned a
single tornado from its path. Appeal
must be made from blind force to ideas.
alone governs the powers of
What if the sky iz darkening-
what if the winds do howl? Liberty-lov-
ing Americans must stand firm.  This 1=
# test of our optimism. Americans must
prove to all the world that they do net
believe in tornadoes, and so hasten the

seacon of eternal sunshine.
N i———————
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Patriotic Indiana

! ’ ! Tl I L}
Indiann’s showing in the [atest recruiting
War Department,

lists, compiled by the 1%

gratifving. | for the entire country

show that the state's four recraiting stations

Eures

first twenty in
Fart Wayne led
ration, Indinnpolis fourth,
Haute seventh, Evansville twentieth, Indiana

thus placed nt the head of the states in
= of

ment "

stood among the percentage

0

f recruits to populntion.

the wWas Terre

Talk is

concrete eviden
but

sacritice;

L patriotiam

enlis ows willingness foi

it 18 finul proof that the heart is

with the tongoe, In the East thiere has been
tulk of

and some disposition to revile

mudh nmopiareanes amd patriotism,
the compars-
tive enlmnezs of the Middle West, safe from
of aircraft battleship, No

seriously doubted the patriotism of the in-

menace or one

terlor sections, which has been shown often
enovdgh, but there was some feeling that they
hud net been nrownsed to the gravity of 'h-..
"All doubts of this chatacter nre dis

Issyns
pelled by the recruiting figures, which show
that as far as Indiana is°typieal there is

no lack of patriotism in the Middle West

or failure to understand the 1ssyes. The ab- |

sence of evidences of excitement in the

streets and in the conversation of r||'1un_¢i
ellers. Being nothing but a tank town has | has also served as reason for criticism of |

the spirit of the pecple. Some have ex-
pressed doubt us to whether n call to arms,
i the face of all that has bheen borne, would
promptly bring the desired tesponse,
onlistments &t the first sign of 4 chaner for
sorvice indicate that when the time comes
Indinna Will stand ready to perform her duty
to the full,

hich |

Even |

The !

One Way to Help

‘Write or Wire Your Representatives,
Urging Universal Training
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Gir: We know that sour paper has adve

cated universal teaining, and as the Admin

etration has invited and would welcame an

cxpression of opinion fram the couniry on

this vital question, we ﬂprl-!ﬂ tn vou to re
readers who helieve in universal
at gnee to the Preni

quest youy

png to write or wire
dent. their Senators and Congressmen, urging
the onnctment of » universal military train
g Taw

Wo have made x ranvass of a large part of
the newspapers tn this country and find that
aver five hundred faver universal training
We have replies, also, from #8434 Mayorn in
cities representing & popalation of over nine
teen million, stating that they nre personnlly
n favor of umiversal training

If those who know the importance of this
mensure will ar this time make a personal of

vi to ympress their views upon our Exeeu
o and our legislatorms, who are really ane

« to hear from them, we helieve that Ihrl
fight can be won !

We respectively submit fo you that this!
eourse will prevent a repetition of the errars
the past nnd creste n lasting spirit for!
crent national serviee
JOSEPH H
Pre<ident National

CHOATE,
Honorary Security
League
ALTON B, PARKER,
Honorary Viea-I'residant.
ROBERT BACON,
President,
S STANWOOD MENKEN,
Uhairman Esecutive Committee,
New York, March 29, 18i7,

Force Alone Can Save
To the Editor af The
The =vstemat nre-
meditated horror of Germany's course makes
n peace in Europe under present conditions
uwnthinkable, for it not alone wonld he “peace
without vietory,” but asz well peace without |
Iionor and without hope for the future |
It has eome to pass that the hope of future |
| frecdom for mankind rests largely on Amer- |
l ea: on an America that ix not anly wofully
| but Swilfully™ unprepared O what hape
for the future does America 1tself ground jta
aith ®
I* can never reat it on those rnow in con-.
rol of public affairs in the United States,
for the weak and continued procrastination
ind indecision of these men not only speil
mortal peril for that future, but directly up-!
old the German cause, a cause that finds itz
areatest justifieation in the wanton starving
of tnnocent children; the utter moral
degradation af the mothers, daughters, sisters
and wives: in a chaice hetween death or
clavery for the fathers, sons, hrothers and |
hushands of those sn hopelessiy unfortunate
s= to have 1o earry the dreadful voke of the
| Hus r
The wretehed inhabitants of Narthern
Franee, Relgium. Serbia. Rumania and Polish
Tussin know to the uttermost depths of sor-
row that no good in this world has ever been
cnn ever be accomplished by Teuton force. '
Does Amerien owe mankind no other duty
‘han that of the lip? Are we forever to
accopt promise for performance
Foree alone will save us from force, and
we can oniy achieve the full measure of aur
strength by complete preparedness
JAMES G. BLAINE
San Franeisco, Cal., Mareh 28, 1817

Iribuine,

zed, inhuman and

or

Thirsting for Blood

To the Editor of The Tribune

The Tribune printed a few weels'
o President Wilson's very eloquent appesl
to the belligerent nations to content them-
| selves with a “peace without vietory," Later,
we weps nssured that the “armed ship" meas-
ure was not a war measure. Our ships have
gone over safely, and this ena is accom:
plished. War is not yet declared, nor in there
maore veason for than when President |
Wilson perned his famous “peace” mnsage.]

Vet uny who date to spesk as our Presi-|
dent spoke o few weeks sgo. of there being
another method than war for settling in-
sernntional differences, is called & traitor.|
fined in our coutrts as a malefactor. Freedonm
of the press we have lost; freedom of speech
is following. Our teachers are suspended for
daring to speak against a war which has no:
vt heen declared, |

bs this America? Where, then, is freedom? |
Where fustice? How long since has it
been @ erime to believe in arbitration?

And how is it, by the way, that our ety
officinle are not looking inte the dangerous
f the New York Bible Society
wihose and object is the dissemination
of pacifist Lizerature? Why not bar the New
Testament from book shops and shut up all
the ehurches and quarantine the clergymen.
who, if they have not forsworn their alle-
giance to the Nazarcne and engaged in the
worship of Mammon, must be occupied with|
the samie wickedness? Why not deport the
members of the Society of Friends, as well |
as punishing teachers for holding the out-of- |
fashion doetrine of an appeal to reason it
stead of force! FRANCES DUNCAN. |

Sew York, March 30, 1917, |

Brother Bandits

I'w the Bditor of The Tribune,

Sir: So many astounding things are coming
to pass these days that many delicious mor-
cole are likely to escape us, But do point
out to vour readers the cxquisite tid-bit in!
denr Herr Zimmermann's latest love-speech
n which he explains why Mexico was selected '
to be “sicked” an us. Not only because they
were our neighbors surely & sufficient reason
in itself but because “the Mexicans, more-|
over, nre known as good and efficient soldiers.” |

Is not this & beautiful illustration of the
traism that “Birds of n feather fock to-
gether”? Have not the Mexicuns, by roasting
von-combutunts in railway trains, attacking
pesceful towns, slaughtering women and chil-
dren and qualifying in the bandit class geu-|
erally. fully carned the commendation of ‘hll
stiutesmen of “Kuitur"? l

bt g

i

is

netivit 0 1

PHILIP COMSTOCK.
New York, March 31, 1917,

Not Backing Wedekind
| To the Editor of The Tribune.
siez 1 find the name of the American Social |
Hyglene Association included in the list of |
“eo-workers” appearing on the programme of |
Wedekind's “The Awakening of Spring.” pre-
sented ina theatre in this city on March S0,
under the auspices of the *Medieal Review of
teviews.” May | suy in bebalf of the asse-|
| eintion that this use of ite name is unauthor- |
zed. The associntion in Janusry nst, by ae-
tion of its executive commitiee, declined to
indorse the production of the play.
) JAMES H. FOSTER,
Assistant Secretury the American Soeial Hy-
giene Associstion,
New York, ‘March 31, 19

17,
America’s Day
ITu the Kditor of The Tribune.
| Sir: Let us hope that on the Day every one
{m Washington will do his duty. Let us
pray that on the Day also a glorious page will
be added to the history of the American flag,
of those forty-eight heautiful stars framed
of red, white snd blue,
. HENRI DE LAFITOLE.
New York, March 31, 1017,
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* Wave, Flag

By Bishop Luther B. Wilson, LL.D.

Wave, flag of freedom, wave! While all the winds that blow-—

Rude winds that ride the furious billows, or gentle winds that come

From lovemaking with orchards blossoming and gardens heautiful —while all the winds
Tell to thee that weary men are praying and heartsick women,

That homeless folk long piteously for home;

Or while the winds come freighted

With the whispered hopes of those

Who trembling under the eruel hand of unsated power yet dare to hope—

So long as weary hearts shall turn to thee with yearning, and thou shalt send to them
Thy cheer, thy gospel of the equal chance, the pledge of chivalrous power

To weakness everywhere—so long as thou shalt claim

The redeemer’'s part in the sublime adventure of succoring

The needy—Wave, flag of freedom, wave!

But if the day shall come when with conscienceless wealth or sullen poverty or hrags
gart might
Or cringing cowardice, we should forget the good old days,

"Or bodies satisfied should outlive the soul's unselfish passion

Or strength should reckon as itz compelling task the guardianship
Of self, or on land the fainting should ery unheard,

Or on sea the sinking should streteh forth pitiful hand unseen,

Or if the winds which bring appeal should wait and wait

And then go back to say, “There is no flutter of its folds,

It does not see, it does not hear. We searched

But could not feel one heart-throb.” Or if the winds that hring |
The ery from any land should earry hack the message —

“Yes, the fluttering of the folds declared the old flag heard, hut still there was

No bending of the staff, no tugging at the halyards, as though it strugeled to bring

answer.”
Should there come an hour when the face of Washington would sadly turn away.

Or Lincoln's great heart hreak again—if anguish such as that can come Lo the
immortals—

If ever there should vome & day when erimson stood for shame and not for sacrifice,

When white betokened pallid indecision rather than radiant righteousness,

Or blue seemed more the sign of fear than truth,

Or if the stars upon the field so far forgot the burden of Key's ancient song,

So lost the flashing splendor of great heartedness

That all the blazing stars of heaven among which the immortals dwell

Should look upon the stars for which the immortals strove,

Despising them, counting their very presence an offence

If such a day should come—ah, then! ah, then!

But, oh, it must not be. Nor wealth, nor poverty,

Nor pride, nor fear, nor glamour of allurement, nor shadow of discouragement,

Nor vagarious dream confusing statecraft,

Nor the delusive cry, “All's well!” even as the lookout sights

Tumultuous breakers with the jagged rocks ahead,

Nor the hewi'hlering message of false prophets, who smile and cannot frown,

Who never knew the majesty of siniess wrath,

And greet with equal warmth the false and true;

The prophets who discern no scepire, who ne'er have looked upon the great white
throne—

Nor one nor all must blind thee to high destiny

Nor rob thee of the glory consummate, the glory

The glory of unmeasured wrath against foul wrong,

The glory of uncalculating sacrifice for all men’s good

Such be thy glory—

The glory of the pure and true,

Than live on and on and on, with cow

Or with mere mumbling protest feeble and soon forgot—

Would hazard all and gladly welconie death, if so must be,

With hands unstained would beckon death;

Would laugh at death with that fine scorn which only hearts courageous know,

of guiding the storm-lossed, home,

who rather
ardly endurance of dishonor,

0, flag of freedom, with thy promise of new dwelling place for men,
Vaster than the old, and statelier,

Wave until the fluttering flags of all the nations signal thee
That brotherhood at last holds sway,

That love and equal laws and peace dwell everywhere
Seeking the blessing of the God of hosts.

May all thy sons e'en though in speech or memory

Fond trace of far off lands remain—

May all thy sons whene'er the cause shall come

Rise to defend thee;

Swearing their love, their fortunes and their lives for thee.
Wave for a thousand years,

0 flag of freedom, wave!

e - ——— - —
WAITING FOR THE ANSWER Vol
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Prepare

And Heaven Save Us Until We Are
Ready to Save Qurselves

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Why all this uncertainty as to the
nend of preparation for defence in any case
and war in all probability? If we had heen
rreparing for fifty years there would still he
much to do, and we have been sitting idly
for two years behind the bulwark of France,
Eogland and the Atlantie Ocean.

I'a our people realize that if the Central
Powers do hreak through it will he a war
unspeakable ruthlessness, in which we
must save our Ianst shots for our woman-
kind? Others have fought the battle to this
timae, but it is a battle that must be won at
ey cost or our system will be engulfed.

1+ 1s our tight. It is to preserve the free.
dom, the smail state, the Monroe Doetrine,
20 to sneak, of Furope, of the world. Every
spark of patriotism In us sends us to the aid
of the thin red line of heroes that is presery-
ne the shrveds of Belgium, the Liberte, Ega-
lité and Fraternite of France, literally the
firesides of this earth.

We have sat supinely behind their agony
long. We have not even prepared to
prepare.  The spectucle of o Roman Senate
allowing in dignified pacifsm their several
throats to be cut as they sit in formal assem-
bly is not for us. We must arouse.

We have & foe with the ingenuity and de-
termination of an Edison and the craft and
heart of n Sloux, and we can possibly send
30,000 or 100,000 troops against him, We
must protect those 50,000 or 100,000 to oar
lnst resource, and the hast way to do it is to
sond two million more right with them. Cur
preparation is late, but make it complete, and
heaven spare us il then'

GEORGE N. COLE.

New York, Apml 1, 1817,

A Call for the Willing
To the Editor "of The Tribune,

Sir: There are a great number of men
to-day who have served in the regular army
or National Guard who skould be on the
lists as officers in the reserve corps or en
a National Guard reserve list, With most of
them it is a laek of initiative, as many of
them could be holding eommissions to-day if
they only had wished it. Wake them up!

Even tnough the faults of the Nationa!
Guard are as so many have stated, yet it
je to-day part of the first line of defenece:
¢+ was the farce called to the aid of the
rogalar establishmen:, and even now, as |
write, it is being called into serviee agmin.
rod foree, commanded by
Let those

of

ton

It is an orgar
officers with much experience.
men who fee!l the call join now.

The traditions of the Guard are those of
solf-sacrificing duty, and meany feel that
through the vears the patriotic spirit of the
eountry has been kept alive by them, and
that even the regular army owes much to its
support among civiiians.

Tne Washington Greya won their title
through being the President’'s escort at the

inauguration of George Washington: they
linked in history two days before the Revolu-
tion. They saw service at Fort Gansevoort
in 1812, Fort Greene, 1812; Washington, 1861
Full Run. 186{; Yorktown, 1882; Getiysburg

| campaign, 1863; Spanith-American War,
1895, and are ready for 1917. As the L3
Regiment they were called into state service
twelve times in time of need.

Now,ns the Sth Coast Defence Guard, they
will man some of the semcoast urtillery to
defend the country, Men are needed to bring
the ranks up to war strength, men of brawn
who ean stand the strain of heavy work at
the guns, men of keen eyes for observation,
men with live brains for the plotting room
and the power house.

The 26th Company, whieh I have the honet
1o command, 3 gne with continuous service.
| 1t has always been one of the first to re-

sond to eall, We are ready: will you joim
Come to Ninety-fourth Street and Park
Wednosday or Friday evening, of
at the call. SAMUEL T. STEWART,

Captain New York Coast Artillery N. Go
New York, March 28, 1017, 5
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